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CClluubb  HHoonnoouurrss  aanndd  AAcchhiieevveemmeennttss  
Season 2010/11 Promoted to The Midland Combination Division One 
Season 2011/12 Promoted to The Midland Combination Premier Division 
Season 2011/12 Finalists - The Evesham Hospital Junior Cup 
Season 2012/13 Champions - The Midland Combination Reserves Division Two 
Season 2012/13 Winners - The Worcestershire Football Association Youth Cup 
Season 2013/14 Runners-up - The Midland Combination Premier Division 
Season 2013/14 Winners - The Smedley Crooke Memorial Challenge Cup 
Season 2014/15 Runners-up - The Midland Football League Division One 
Season 2014/15 Winners - The Les James Challenge Cup 
Season 2015/16 Finalists - The Worcestershire Senior Invitation Urn 
Season 2015/16 Finalists - The Smedley Crooke Memorial Challenge Cup 
Season 2015/16 Runners-up - The Midland Football League Division One 
Season 2016/17 Semi-Finalists - The FA Vase 
Season 2016/17 Winners - The Worcs Football Association Senior Invitation Urn 
Season 2016/17 Winners - The Worcs Football Association Saturday Under 18s Cup 
Season 2016/17 Champions - The Midland Football League Division One 
Season 2017/18 Winners - The Worcs Football Association Senior Invitation Urn 
Season 2017/18 Champions - The Midland Football League Premier Division 
Season 2018/19 Runners-up - The Southern League Division One Central 
Season 2018/19 Winners - The Southern League Division One Central Play-off Final 
Season 2019/20 Joint Winners - The Worcs Football Association Senior Invitation Cup 
Season 2019/20 Joint Winners - The Worcestershire Football Association Youth Cup 

BBrroommssggrroovvee  SSppoorrttiinngg  MMaannaaggeerrss  
Myles Day 2010 
Stewart Brighton 2010 - 12 
Keith Draper Snr 2012-13 
Graham Scott 2013 
Adrian Mander 2013 - 14 
Les Palmer 2014 
Paul Smith 2014 - 18 
Brendan Kelly 2018 - 21 
Gavin Hurren 2021 - 22 
Thomas Baillie 2022 
Mike McGrath 2022 -2024 
Tim Flowers 2024 
Paul Smith 2024 
Scott Adey-Linforth 2024 - 

BBrroommssggrroovvee  SSppoorrttiinngg  CChhaaiirrmmeenn  
John Teece 2009 - 15 
Jon Prescott 2015 - 16 
Jeff Rea 2016 
Mike Burke 2016 - 2023 
Brian Seymour-Smith 2023 
Graham Scott 2023 
Rod Brown 2023 - 
 

 



From the Boardroom - Rod Brown, Chairman Bromsgrove Sporting Ladies 



Elliott Nash Construction 
Limited 

Tel: 0121-476 9074 
www.elliottnash.co.uk 

Sponsors of the Bromsgrove Sporting away shirts and The "Shed" End 
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Manager - Scott Adey-Linforth Recent Results 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Meet the Rouslers (1) Photos from Recent Matches 

  



Meet The Rouslers (2) Advert for Platform 81

Platform81 is a web design, branding and digital marketing agency 
for  high growth businesses, established in 2007 with offices in 
Bromsgrove, Stockport, and Trowbridge. 

Our Award-Winning team of Marketing Professionals, Designers, 
Developers and Technical experts have developed a client-focused 
culture that continually exceeds expectations.

CREATING 
SUCCESS IN THE 
DIGITAL SPACE

DIGITAL   |   DESIGN   |   WEB

Get In Touch:

info@platform81.com
www.platform81.com
01527 958639

Unit 6 Greenbox, Westonhall Road,
Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, 
B60 4AL

Programme cover 
designers and proud 
supporters of:



Meet The Rouslers (3)Advert for Bromsgrove Printing
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sales@bromsgroveprinting.co.uk

01527 873181

14 Worcester Road, 
Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire, B61 7AE

Bromsgrove
       Printing

BUSINESS STATIONERY
Letterheads, Compliment Slips, Invoice Pads, 

Business Cards and more...

PERSONAL STATIONERY
Wedding Invitations/Stationery, Funeral Service Sheets,

Document Print outs,  and more...

LARGE FORMAT
Plan Prints, Large Posters, Outdoor Banners, 

Vinyl Boards and more...

WE DESIGN AND PRINT
Send us your files or we can design for you

www.bromsgroveprinting.co.uk



Advert for Ormerod Rutter/CAB

We help people find a way forward.

Call Us: 0808 278 7890

www.cabr.org.uk/

We are Citizens 
Advice, we are the 
people’s champion.

-  Chartered accountants

-  Business Advisors

-  Tax Specialists

ORMEROD RUTTER

hello@ormerodrutter.co.uk

01527 889 800

ormerodrutter.co.uk



  



Be Professional

Always Forward-Thinking

Be a Great Team Player

Build Genuine Relationships

Be The Best You Can Be

www.pinfields.co.uk

info@pinfields.co.uk01527 831991



From The Archives, 10 Years Ago 



The Record against St Ives 
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Biggleswade �own and prior to joining Sudbury he was a regular at National League North Peterborough Sports. 
Name: Kobe Chong, Position: Midfield 
E�citing bo� to bo� midfielder Kobe joined the Ives from Southern League Premier Central Division rivals 
Stamford. Birmingham born he spent his youth career in the academies at West Bromwich Albion, Kidderminster 
Harriers and in Italy with Seria A side Cagliari. On his return to England, he joined Banbury United’s very 
successful side under Mike �ord. Moves to Redditch United and Sutton Coldfield �own followed before he was 
picked up by Peterborough United in August 2�2�. Since his release from Posh, he has appeared for A�C �elford 
United, Alvechurch, Peterborough Sports, Barwell, Kings Lynn �own and Kettering �own. 
Name: Ed Hottor, Position: Midfield 
Hugely e�perienced Ed is a �hanaian midfielder who made three senior appearances for Italian side �riestina 
before joining AC Milan in �anuary 2���. Whilst never making a senior appearance for the Italian giants in his si� 
years at the club he had loan spells with lower level Italian sides Lanciano, Nocerina and �ene�ia. In �anuary 2��� 
he signed for Inter Milan and whilst, as at AC Milan, not making a senior appearance for his parent club he had 
loan spells with Portuguese sides Athletico CP and AD �afe before playing 2������ season for Maltese club 
Sliema Wanderers. Had a brief spell with Kettering �own in 2������ before joining Banbury United in November 
2��� and moving to Ives a year later. He has �uickly made himself a favourite with the Ives fans for his never say 
die attitude. 
Name: Michael Richens, Position: Midfield 
3� year old midfielder Michael started his career in the youth system at Peterborough United. During his period 
with the Posh he spent time on loan at Histon, Nuneaton, Whitehawk and Bishop’s Stortford before making two 
appearances in the football league for the Stevenage both during another loan spell in September 2���. He 
returned to the Boro as a permanent signing early the following year but soon moved on and spent time at 
�arnborough, Hemel Hempstead �own and Biggleswade �own before arriving at Kettering �own in 2��� where 
he became club captain and lead the Poppies to promotion into National League North making �� appearances 
and scoring eight goals along the way. He also spent a brief spell in 2����2� season on loan at Ives Southern 
League Premier Division Central rivals Nuneaton Borough. A natural leader he brings strength and stability to the 
middle of the park for the Ives. 
Name: Albie O’Keefe, Position: Midfield 
Highly promising, powerful midfielder Albie joined the Ives on loan from League One Stevenage last season and 
enjoyed a successful spell in the second half of the season. Having been released by the Boro in the summer he 
returns to the Ives for the 2�2��2� season and will be keen to make a big impression in the centre of the park. 
Name: �ibou Njie, Position: Midfield 
23 year old Londoner �ibou joins the Ives after impressing during pre�season.  �he powerful midfielder takes a 
step up on his arrival at �uattro tech Westwood Road having previously played  for Combined Counties League 
Molesey and Isthmian League South Central South Park �Reigate�. 

E�citing 2� year old striker Amir brings a new dimension to Ives front line. �he prolific goal scorer joins Ives from 
Step � Biggleswade �C where he has si� goals and three assists from si�teen appearances this season.  He had 
joined �C in the summer from Spartan South Midlands Premier Division Shefford �own and Campton where he 
been even more prolific in front of goal. 
Name: �ohnson �yamfi, Position: Striker 
Italian born Speedy winger �ohnson joined Leicester City as an eleven year old and spent all his development 
years with the �o�es before moving on to join Peterborough United in summer 2�2�. He spent two years with 
the Posh appearing and scoring regularly for the under 23’s. During his spell at London Road he also enjoyed 
successful loans spells at Boston United and Peterborough Sports. 
Since his departure from Peterborough �ohnson has appeared for Corby �own and now joins Ives from fellow 
Southern League Premier Central Barwell. 
Name: �heo Ale�androu, Position: Striker 
�heo is a 2� year old winger who returns to the Ives for the 2�2��2� season. He started his career at Stevenage 
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Advert for James Giles
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St Ives Town - Profiles
�a�e��Ricky��ar�eineke����siti�n���ana�er
�ne �� t�e ��n�est ser�in� �ana�ers in t�e di�isi�n Ricky is enterin� �is t�e��t� seas�n at t�e �e�� �� �t ��es
���n� ��rin� �is �irst seas�n �e t��k t�e c��� t� a nint� ��ace �inis� in ���t�ern �ea��e �i�isi�n �ne �entra�
�eatin� t�e �re�i��s year’s ��ints ta��y� and in �is sec�nd seas�n sec�red a �e��ra��e �r���ti�n� ��idin� ��e
��es t� a ��ay���� e�tra ti�e �in ��er ��� R�s�den � �ia��nds� �n �is �irst seas�n at ste� � �e c�ntin�ed t� take
t�e ���� ��r�ard �inis�in� a credita��e ��t� in t�e �re�ier �i�isi�n a�s� en��yin� a r�n t� t�e �ea��e ��a��en�e
��� �ina� ��ic� �n��rt�nate�y ended in de�eat����ince t�en �e �as �ana�ed t� ens�re t�at ��es �a�e retained
t�eir ��siti�n at ste� � �it� s��e credita��e �id�ta��e �inis�es� ��e �innac�e t� date �as ��es �irst t�� ten �inis�
in ������� a ret�rn t� �id ta��e �ast seas�n ens�red a tent� c�nsec�ti�e seas�n at ste� � and Ricky’s c�a��en�e
re�ains t� �e retenti�n �� t�at ��ace in t�e ���er ec�e��ns �� n�n��ea��e ���t�a��
�a�e���da���is�er����siti�n����int��ssistant��ana�er���ac�
��ter a s�e�� as a c�ac� at �art�n R��ers� �da� �ade t�e s�itc� t� �ec��e �ana�er at �e��yn �arden �ity����
se�en�and�a��a���year s�e�� in c�ar�e �� t�e �iti�ens �r��ed t� �e s�ccess��� as �e ��ided t�e c��� t� ste� �
���t�a�� ��r t�e �irst ti�e in t�eir �ist�ry����is ti�e at �e��yn ca�e t� an end ��en �e �e�t t�e c��� didn’t s�are
t�e sa�e a��iti�ns t� ���e it ��r�ard s� �e s�itc�ed t� a r��e at �ert��rd ���n �e��re ���in� t� �a�d�ck
���n�����ter �ea�in� �a�d�ck� �e �as s�ent s��e ti�e sc��tin� ��r �ari��s c���s ��t is n�� re�is�in� t�e c�a��en�e
at �t ��es�
�a�e���i���ree�an����siti�n����int��ssistant��ana�er���ac�

�i���as��art����t�e�c�ac�in��sta���at��etterin�����n�and�����r��ke��t��ic�ae���it���itc�e�����stin�and�ca�e�t��
�est���d�R�ad��it���is���r�er�c���ea��e�in�s���er�����������r�er���ttin��a����rest�������ayer��i�����ed�
t��n�n��ea��e��it���rid�n�rt��and����i�������r������e��re�a�t���year�stint�in�t�e��a��ian��re�ier��i�isi�n�

�a�e���rankie��ry����siti�n���irst��ea����ac�

�n�e�ce��ent���������additi�n�t��t�e�c�ac�in��sta����rankie��as��een����cked��r����nder�t�e�n�ses�����t�er�
s�it�rs���e�c��es��it��an�e�ce��ent��edi�ree��a�in��s�ent��ast�seas�n�as�assistant��ana�er�at���ay������ina�ists�
�etterin�����n�and��ri�r�t���is�s�e����it��t�e�����ies��e��ad�en��yed�s�ccess�at��eter��r������nited�and�
��neat�n���r�������is�de�e����ent�as�a�c�ac���ad�seen��i����rkin��in�a��ariety����y��t��de�e����ent�r��es�at�
��cati�ns�acr�ss�t�e����and��nited��tates���is��ina��c�ai��t���a�e�is�as�t�e�s�n�����eter��r������nited�sta��art�
�arry��ry

�a�e���a�����anne������siti�n����a�kee�in����ac�
�a�� is an i���rtant �art �� t�e c�ac�in� sta�� ���kin� a�ter t�e ��a�kee�ers t�r������t t�e ����� �e �as ��rked
�it� Ricky at ��t� ��ntin�d�n � �t ��es and �as �r��d t� ��ast t�e ��int t�� �est c�ean s�eet rec�rd d�rin� t�e
s�ccess��� �r���ti�n ca��ai�n� �is kee�er a�s� �ent �ery c��se t� e��a��in� t�at rec�rd d�rin� ������� seas�n
c�ncedin� �n�y �� ��a�s in �� �a�es a rec�rd �n�y �ettered �y t�e t�� t�ree�

�a�e���ardaine��ate����se������siti�n����ysi�t�era�ist

���erienced�s��rts�t�era�ist��ardaine���ined�t�e���es��r�����ca��ri�a�s��ynes��ry�R��ers�in�s���er��������e�
�rad�ated��r���t�e��ni�ersity�����ed��rd�in�������it��a���c����ns��in����rts���era�y�and�Re�a�i�itati�n��a�in��
�ained�e��erience���i�st��ettin���is�de�ree�as���ysi�t�era�ist��it��t�en����t�ern��ea��e��i�isi�n��ne��entra��
�e��st�n�R��ers���it��Ricky�intendin��t����erate��it��a�re�ati�e�y�s�a���s��ad�a�ain�t�is�seas�n��ardaine��i���
�nce���re��e�a��ita���e��er����t�e�tea���

�a�e�����ie��ay��r����siti�n����a�kee�er
�id�ands��ased���a�kee�er����ie�si�ned���r�t�e���es��r���Redditc���nited�d�rin��t�e�s���er�����e�s�n������r�er�
�ir�in��a���ity���a�kee�er��aik��ay��r��as�in��is�sec�nd�s�e����it��t�e�Reds�and��e��as�a��i���i��re�in�kee�in��
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saw the team e�ceed all e�pectations by achieving promotion to step � of the football 
pyramid for the first time in their history. The feat was achieved in the most e�citing fashion possible 
via the play offs after finishing a creditable fourth place. �aving won their play�off semi�final on 
penalties at Egham they followed up with a final victory against the mighty Rushden � �iamonds in 
front of a bumper crowd of over ���� at the Pro�Edge �tadium. A late �anny Watson e�uali�er 
topped off by a winner from local lad �en �eymour��hove in e�tra time finished off a fantastic 
season in the best possible way. 

saw the team consolidate at step � with a creditable fifteenth place finish. This was topped 
off by a successful run in the League Challenge Cup where� an in�ury ravaged side� were unlucky to 
lose in the final to �ayes � �eading �nited. The �ves were dumped out of the FA Cup at the first 
hurdle by the now famous Westfields. �ut they en�oyed their best ever run in the FA Trophy getting 
to the third �ualifying round before falling to a single goal at �ings Lynn Town.  

turned out to be a tough season for the �ves with the team eventually finishing twenty 
second and only being saved from the drop by the reorgani�ation of the Leagues. Early e�its from 
the FA Cup and Trophy only added to the team’s difficulties as on to many occasions they failed to 
turn promising displays into points. 
�n a happier note the Ladies side of the Club continued their fantastic run of success with the first 
team winning the Cambridgeshire Women’s Premier League to win themselves promotion into the 
Eastern Women’s Regional League 

saw the �ves surprise a few as they en�oyed their most successful season ever finishing 
thirteenth in a very competitive �outhern League Premier �ivision Central. League success was 
topped off with a best ever run in the FA Cup which culminated in a trip to the once mighty �ork City 
in third �ualifying round. The Ladies success continued as the marched on to the Premier �ivision of 
Eastern Region Women’s League one step from the National Leagues. 

turned into seasons that did not e�ist after the Coronavirus pandemic lead to 
early curtailments both of them.  

A season that started poorly for the �ves and saw them skirting the relegation �one for long 
periods picked up dramatically after Ricky was �oined by e� �anbury manager �ike Ford as a �oint 
manager in November. An e�cellent run of results post Christmas ultimately saw the �ves finish a 
very respectable ��th. Early e�its from FA Cup and FA Trophy both at the hands of old rivals 
Needham �arket simply highlighted the early season problems  

 An e�cellent start saw the club flirting with the play�off places early in the season. This 
transposed into a historic FA Cup run with �ves unfortunate to fall to e��Football League club FC 
�alifa� Town in front of over ���� people at �uattro�tech Westwood Road in �th �ualifying Round. 
Following the FA Cup e�it and an early e�it from the FA Trophy league results suffered a dip� but a 
late season recovery secured a ��th place finish.  

 A fantastic run from Christmas saw the �ves overcome a slow start to the campaign to 
record their best step � finish in ninth place. The �ves also finished leading scorers in the division 
with �� goals with �onny Edwards claiming the golden boot in the �outhern League Premier Central 
table.  

 An up and down season saw �ves in danger of going down until another late season run 
including e�cellent away victories at promotion chasing �ettering Town and �arborough Town saw 
them pull up to finish ��th and earn themselves a remarkable tenth season at step �. 
With the division looking stronger than ever this term Ricky’s twelfth season at the helm looks like 
offering yet another challenge and a realistic target has to be to simply earn an eleventh season in 
this elevated company. Achieving that could possibly be considered his biggest success to date. 
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Today's Visitors - St Ives Town FC - Club History
St Ives Town FC was formed on Thursday 15th September 1887. About 40 

people met at the �nicorn Hotel to �consider the desirability of forming a 
football club�.  It was unanimously decided to form a club, to be called St Ives 
Town FC under Association �ules. The membership subscription decided 
upon was 3 Shillings � Si�pence including an entrance fee of 1 Shilling to be 
paid in advance. The �it was chosen to be blac� with a white star.

The club rose to success by the turn of the century in 1900. Collecting both Hunts 
Senior and �unior Cups in 1901.  The Senior Cup was won again in 1912 and the club continued its 
success during the 1920’s. Winning the Cambridgeshire League in 1923/24/25. Also, winning the 
Senior Cup in 1923 and 1926. Also winning the Scott��atty Cup in 1923 and 1924. 
In the 1930’s, Further success winning the Senior Cup again in 1930 and Scott��atty Cup in 1932. St 
Ives also won the Peterborough League in 1938.
In 1949 the Saints �oined the far�flung Central Amateur League. However. Short lived due to travel 
and decided to move into the much more local �CL 2nd Division. This only lasted a few years before 
they decided again to move. This time bac� to Peterborough League.
The 60’s was limited success, but they still managed to win the Scott��atty Cup in 1961. In the 
Peterborough League fortunes were not smiling on them and they slid down the leagues to Division 
3. There they remained for quite a few years into the 70’s.
In the late 70’s St Ives turned the corner. They won the Peterborough Division 3 in 1978 and then 
further promotions the following years into the 80’s, winning the Division 1 and gaining promotion 
into the Peterborough Premier League in 1982.
Fortunes remained positive in the 80’s as they also won the Hunts Senior Cup in 1982, 1987 and 
1988. During this period the club also moved bac� into the �nited Counties League Division 1. The 
revival of the Hunts Premier Cup also saw the Saints reach the final in 1989 losing 3�0 to a strong 
Cambridge �nited team.
Into the 90’s. The team reached the Hunts Premier Cup final in 1997 and 1998 although going down 
to 5�4 to Potton and 2�1 to �iggleswade Town they put in e�cellent performances against strong 
opposition. In the �CL Division 1 the team were not doing so well and at the turn of the century in 
2000 the team, although doing their best needed a change of fortune. In 2002, they finished the 
season ne�t to bottom.
At this point the club appointed �eville �ania as the new chairman who had considerable success as 
both the St Ives Town Colts chairman over 6 years also running the most successful Cambridgeshire 
colts teams at the time with a group of the same colts from 10 year olds to 16 year olds. �ever out 
of the top 2 and winning the league twice. �eville also ran the county u18 team with �eil �ing. So, 
very aware of the e�cellent youth talent in the area.
�eville stepped down from both roles to ta�e on the senior chairman role and immediately 
appointed a St Ives legend Warren �verdell as player�manager. The idea was to provide a pathway 
for the many e�cellent 17� and 18�year�olds �eville had relationships with and blended with �ey 
e�perienced players to start a new beginning.
Warren then recruited �e� Hall a popular member of the club and good communication s�ills and a 
fitness and condition coach in �rrol �c�ammon. A dream management team and the pro�ect began 
for the start of the 2003 season. The season went well and finished in the top half. Following a 
successful 2004�05 campaign the team finished 3rd which was enough for the team to win 
promotion to the �CL Premier League for the first time in their history and the highest they have 
been in the football pyramid. The youth were blending well with the e�perienced lads and things 
were on the up. Crowds were up and things were loo�ing good.
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IT’S easy to forget quite how big the National League System is and the broad church it represents. 
�rom huge e���ootball League clubs with seven�figure playing budgets for their season to very small 
community clubs run by a handful of volunteers. But that’s what makes Non�League – and football in 
this country, generally – so unique and special. 
�ou may have heard The �� last year introduced a new board to oversee this level of the game along 
with the women’s pyramid. 
�e sat down with �ead of National League System �ames �arl and National League System manager 
�att �dkins to discuss all things Non�League for a three�part series in The NL�. 
Don’t miss this week’s chat which covers club allocations, the pyramid’s structure before we move 
into club licensing and technology the week after. Last week we touched on the new National 
Leagues �yramid Board, including the appointment of its first ever independent chair, �hris Brown. 
�The important bit to say is it�s still a fundamental moment where this level of the game in both the 
men�s and the women�s pyramid have a strong collective voice with a senior seat at the table at the 
��,� �arl told us. 
��istorically, certainly the National League System has been positioned between the professional 
and the grassroots game and has sat in a governance structure that�s been in and around the 
grassroots game. 
�But there�s been a recognition of the importance of the National League System – and the women�s 
football pyramid – and that it is unique in how we should be servicing it at The ��. So its 
introduction last year for the first time was a really key moment. 
�That has had challenges and opportunities. �hallenges is bringing two pyramids together that have 
been governed separately. 
��ne of the pieces of work we�ve been doing is around the brand and identity for the board, but also 
the level of the game. 
�So there has been some work done around a new brand and hopefully that will be launched soon, 
which will bring a collective identity for not �ust the board, but leagues and clubs and other 
stakeholders to stand behind. 
�It has been important to not make the board a repeat of committees that still e�ist. The intent is to 
make this a strategic board that looks at the broader direction of travel for clubs and leagues and 
players at this level of the game. 
��e�ve still got a �ourney to go on to really understand what it is we want the board to do to be able 
to drive standards up, not �ust in the competitions, but the club landscape as well. 
�I think after a year there�s been some great success. �e�ve had some good debates and good 
conversations, but actually the proof will be in delivery and I think that�s going to come over the 
ne�t couple of years.� 
�ou can find the full conversation on our website and pick up The NL� for two more instalments.  
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Thanks to Steve Richards for doing the quizzes again this season 

�� �hich count�y a�e England playing at �illa �a�� this e�ening� 
�� England’s last match against Senegal in June was also played in the Midlands, at 

which g�ound� 
�� �hen England played Spain at �illa �a�� in ����, it was which manage��s �i�st 

match in cha�ge o� the �h�ee �ions� 
�� �hich clu� was �ep�esented in the England team �o� the ���� �o�ld �up �inal 

�ut has ne�e� had a playe� appea� �o� the national team since� 
�� �pa�t ��om �a��y �ane, who is the only playe� to �e capped ��� times� �o� 

England whilst playing �o� �aye�n Munich� 
�� �n ����, who sco�ed a hat�t�ic� when winning his �ou�th England cap �ut 

managed no othe� goals in his �i�st twenty��i�e appea�ances� 
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�ith ��orting co��e�orating 1�0 years of football in �ro�sgro�e it see�ed a 
good ti�e to celebrate so�e of the greatest �layers to �lay for �o�ers and 

��orting o�er that ti�e.  �o�ers historians �ichael �o�ey and �raha� �eynolds 
choose their ‘Player of the Decade’ beginning with the 1890s. 

1890’s Player of the Decade 
Playing at the �ell �ane �round� �o�ers �egan their co�petiti�e �ourney in the ������� season� 
�oining the �tudley and District �eague� �hey captured their first sil�er�are in ���� �inning the 
�tudley � District �up� ha��ering �eadless �ross ���� �urther success follo�ed �ith triu�phs 
in the �orcester �unior �up� the uni�aginati�ely titled �tudley � District ��tra �up �o�petition 
and the �hatrian �up� �o�ers then �o�ed up a step in class �y applying for and gaining ad�ission 
to the �ir�ingha� � District �eague in ����� �t �as a great decade to �e a �o�ers fan� 

�hroughout this era �o�ers �ere �lessed �ith a nu��er 
of �uality players� �ostly fro� the �ro�sgro�e area� 
�eorge �ra�ier �as a solid player in the �o�ers �ac�line� 
�hilst �illia� �heeloc�� �rthur Depper and �a�es 
�allace �ere� for a nu��er of years� regulars in the half 
�ac� line� �p front� �ho�as Dipple� �eorge �o�es and �� 
Par�er pro�ided goals� �ut one player stood out a�o�e 
the others and is our first ‘Player of the Decade’ – 
goal�eeper �eorge �tiles�  
�eorge �as in his early t�enties �hen he �oined �o�ers 
at the start of the ������� season� �a�ing his de�ut in a 
�tudley �eague �atch against �lcester on �� �epte��er� 
����� �e �as the nu��er one choice �eeper for the ne�t 
decade and �as o��iously a �ery fine goal�eeper as 
there are countless �atch reports o�er the years praising 
his perfor�ances�  
�e �as also a giant of a �an� �ho ran the �oe�uc� �nn� 
the �o�ers �ead�uarters� and �as o��iously a �ery 

strong character� �n one �atch against ��esha� �anderers in the ������� season� �hen the 
referee decided the �all had passed the goal line and a�arded a goal to ��esha�� he strongly 
disagreed and led a player’s protest �here they refused to play on unless the goal �as 
disallo�ed� �lthough play did e�entually restart after a fifteen �inute delay � follo�ing threats 
fro� the referee to report the tea� to the �ssociation � �eorge spent the rest of the �atch �ith 
his ar�s folded� �a�ing no atte�pt to stop the �all� �n another occasion� against �ld�ury �o�n� 
in the �ir�ingha� � District �unior �eague in �arch ����� he �as sent off for insulting the 
referee after disputing a decision� 
�e �as in goal �hen �o�ers �on their three cup co�petitions in the ����s and helped the� to 
the runners�up spot in the �tudley � District �eague in �������� �e �as also on the losing side 
in t�o other cup finals in ������� ca�paign� in the �orcestershire �unior �up� against �ourn�ille 
�thletic and in the �hatrian �up against �ea�ington �o�n� 
�hilst records fro� this era are not al�ays co�plete� he �as al�ost certainly an e�er present 
for his first four seasons �ith the clu�� playing �� consecuti�e �atches� a run that only ca�e to 
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an end in �ctober 1897, when the Rovers were re�uired to �la� two �ames at the same time 
due to havin� entered various additional cu� com�etitions� 
�here was talk of him retirin� in the summer of 1898, however he decided to carr� on and was 
once a�ain ever �resent in �oal durin� 1898�99� �n the 1899�19�� season, he assumed the 
ca�tainc� of the team and in March 19��, he was selected to re�resent the �irmin�ham � 
�istrict �unior �ea�ue in a match a�ainst �ston �illa Reserves� 
�n �u�ust 19��, he was a��ointed treasurer of the club� �n �ebruar� 19�1, he si�ned amateur 
forms with �olton Wanderers, who were in the first division of the �ootball �ea�ue, and was 
�romised a trial match, althou�h there is no record of this trial match ever takin� �lace� �n ��ril 
19�� he was selected in a Worcester ���� re�resentative team to �la� �irmin�ham �uniors� 
�e eventuall� lost his �lace in the team at the start of 19����� season, to �toke �rior native 
William “Gasser” Mason, althou�h continued to �la� for the Reserves in the �roms�rove �unior 
�ea�ue whilst still makin� occasional first team a��earances, usuall� as cover� �n �ecember 19��, 
he was a��roached b� Worcester �it� to �la� for them, but sta�ed lo�al to the Rovers� 
�e �ot another run in the side towards the end of the 19�7��8 season, coverin� for the in�ured 
Mason, but this was brou�ht to an abru�t end when he s�rained his ankle after collidin� with 
the �oal�ost in a �ame a�ainst �ilston �nited at Well �ane in �� ��ril, 19�8� 
Rather fittin�l�, his last a��earance in the side was in the final of the �irmin�ham �unior �harit� 
�hield, de�utisin� for the in�ured Wilmore, a�ainst �ournbrook in ��ril 191�, in a match �la�ed 
at �ustin Motors Ground, �orthfield� Rovers won ���� �ow a�ed �9, it was a �reat end to a 
wonderful Rovers career, one which he finished as the club’s all�time record a��earance maker, 
a record which remained his until well after the �econd World War�  
�fter leavin� the Rovers he continued to �la� football, and, in 191�, a��eared in the �tudle� �u� 
�inal, �la�in� for Ruber� �t �hads, where the� lost ��� to �ournville ��� 
�ot �ust a �oalkee�er, he even refereed a Rovers �ame, a�ainst �uneaton �own in �ecember, 
191�� With the a��ointed referee unable to make it, Geor�e ste��ed into the breach, a��arentl� 
�ivin� an e�cellent �erformance� 
�wa� from the Rovers, he also found time to be a re�ular mid�week �la�er for the �roms�rove 
�arl� �losers team and the �roms�rove �hursda� �lub, which he hel�ed found in 19��� �n all�
around s�ortsman, �tiles had been a keen cricketer and ru�b� �la�er in his �outh, on one 
occasion in 1897, and whilst on the Rovers’ books at the time, he even filled in as a back in the 
�roms�rove ru�b� team� �e was treasurer of the �roms�rove � �istrict �unior �ootball �ea�ue, 
which was re�formed in ��ril 19��, later becomin� �resident in the 19��s� Meetin�s of the 
�ea�ue were re�ularl� held at his Roebuck �nn� �e served on the Rovers committee, once a�ain 
as treasurer, from 191� to 19��� Whilst his famil� also owned the lease of the �ictoria Ground 
from 19�1 until 19��� �n 19�7, he even �aid off the final instalment of the debt for the ori�inal 
Rovers �randstand which had o�ened in 19��� 
�e was �ieutenant in the �roms�rove �ire �ri�ade from 1898 to 19�� and then a �roms�rove 
councillor from the earl� 19��s until his death in 19�1, a�ed ��, followin� com�lications which 
occurred after an o�eration for a��endicitis� � born and bred �roms�rovian, he was a �o�ular 
man whose sudden death was felt throu�hout the town�  
Geor�e �tiles� �8� a��earances for �roms�rove Rovers, 189��191�� � true Rovers le�end� 
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�lub ca�tain, Reece �oined us at the start of the ������� season and im�ressed with his all�action st�le of �la� 
and scored some vital �oals� �aturall� a centre midfielder but also comfortable �la�in� in centre defence� 
�ame� �ordan ��den ��uad �umber� 18 �o�� ���1�9�, �erth, �ustralia 
�osition� �entre midfield �ei�ht� �� 11� Wei�ht� 79 k� 
�revious �lubs� �ston �illa, �ldham �thletic, �windon �own, �e�ton �rient, �ereford� 
�ormer �ustralia ��� international, �ordan has s�ent the ma�orit� of his career in the �rofessional �ame�  
�ame� �harlie Mc�amara ��uad �umber� 1� �o�� �����7 
�osition� Goalkee�er �ei�ht�  Wei�ht�  
�revious �lubs� �roms�rove ��ortin� �nder �1s, �radle� �own, Gornal �thletic 
�alented �oun� �oalkee�er who made his debut in the Worcestershire �enior �u� a�ainst �roitwich ��a in 
�ctober ����� �nl� 18 �ears old and currentl� out on duel re�istration �ainin� valuable e��erience� 
�ame� �o Morris ��uad �umber� 1� �o��  
�osition� �efence �ei�ht�  Wei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� �roms�rove ��ortin� �nder �1s, �ershore �own 
� �oun� �la�er who im�ressed with our ��1 team and broke into the first team at the end of the ������� 
season followin� a successful loan s�ell with �ershore �own� �omfortable �la�in� at ri�ht back or centre half� 
�ame� �a�lor Morrison ��uad �umber� 17 �o�� 7���99 
�osition� �eft back �ei�ht� �� �� Wei�ht�  
�revious �lubs� W��, �lvechurch, �tratford �own, �vesham �nited, Redditch �nited, Worcester �it�, 
�amworth, �ittleton, Walsall Wood� 
�a�lor �oined the club towards the end of ������� season� � versatile �la�er who can �la� in multi�le 
�ositions, and will be a bi� asset to the club throu�hout the season� 
�ame� �ack �ewell ��uad �umber� 1� �o�� ���1��1, �in�ston�u�on��hames 
�osition� Midfield �ei�ht� �� �� Wei�ht� 8� k� 
�revious �lubs� �ortham�ton �own, �arwell, �i�h�ate �nited� 
�ow into his �th season at the club, and with over 1�� a��earances to his name for the club, �ack continues 
to im�ress in the centre of midfield� � �la�er who reads the �ame well and s�ecialises in breakin� u� �la�� 
�ame� Gus �anches ��uad �umber� 19 �o�� ������� 
�osition� �orward �ei�ht� �� 1�� Wei�ht� 7�k� 
�revious �lubs� �oldmere �t Michaels 
Returned to ��ortin� followin� a brief s�ell in the ������� season� � �la�er with �ace to burn, Gus can turn a 
�ame in an instance and has a fantastic work ethic� 
�ame� �ill� �haw ��uad �umber� 7 �o�� 17�1���1, �tourbrid�e 
�osition� Midfield �ei�ht� �� 8� Wei�ht� 7� k� 
�revious �lubs� �alesowen �own, Worcester �it�, Redditch �nited� 
� versatile �la�er who is a bi� fan favourite at the club� Returned to ��ortin� after a brief s�ell awa� in ����� 
�nown for his all�ener�� st�le of �la�, an e�cellent dribbler who has the abilit� to score and create �oals� 
�ame� �uke �oftle� ��uad �umber� � �o�� �1����� 
�osition� �entre �ack �ei�ht �� 1��  
�revious �lubs� �ston �illa ��outh�, �un�erford �own 
� local lad who im�ressed when �la�in� a�ainst us in �re�season� �uke is a centre back who loves defendin� 
and �ettin� on the ball, and is comfortable �la�in� an�where across the backline� 
�ame� �ksum White ��uad �umber� 1� �o�� �1�1���� 
�osition� Ri�ht back �ei�ht� �� 11 Wei�ht� 77k� 
�revious �lubs� W��, �amworth, ��ortin� �halsa, Worcester Raiders, �oleshill �own, �tratford �own, �arwell� 
Returned to ��ortin� in �u�ust ���� for his �rd s�ell at the club� � solid full back who is �ood in the 1 v 1 and 
likes to �et forward and su��ort hi�her u� the �itch� 
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�re�ious �lu�s� �ol�es, �hesterfield, �a�worth, �idder�inster �arriers, �l�e�hur�h, Nuneaton �orough, 
�tour�ridge, �alesowen �own, �oal�ille �own, �alsall �ood. 
�i�e��a�tain �sh �oined us last season following a s�ell with �alsall �ood and �ade a huge i��a�t in our 
u�turn in results. � natural leader with �alua�le e��erien�e �sh offers a strong and �hysi�al �resen�e. 
Na�e� Ni�� �layton��hilli�s ��uad Nu��er� �� �o�� �������, �ir�ingha� 
�osition� �eft �idfield �eight� �� �� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� ���, �raintree �own, �idder�inster �arriers, �olihull �oors, �tour�ridge, �l�e�hur�h, 
�alsall �ood, �alesowen �own, �eddit�h �nited. 
�nown as N��, the �reati�e �idfielder with an eye for the s�e�ta�ular. �o�forta�le �laying as a stri�er or 
nu��er ��, Ni�� has the a�ility to s�ore and �reate goals. 
Na�e� �o�ehl �rit�hlow ��uad Nu��er� ��  �ge ��, �. �est �ro�wi�h 
�osition� �entre �idfield �eight�  �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� �olihull �oors, �ednesford �own. 
�n e��iting young �layer with �ags of energy. �o�ehl i��ressed during �re�season and �oined the �lu� in 
�ugust ����. � hard�wor�ing �layer who �o�ers �lenty of grass and li�es to get on the �all. 
Na�e� �o� �dge ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, �ol�erha��ton 
�osition� �entre �idfield �eight� �� ��� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� �ee� �own, �l�e�hur�h, �oston �nited, �ushall �ly��i� 
�he �o���o� �idfielder is �nown for his no�nonsense style of �lay. � leader who has e��erien�e of �laying 
�te� � and a�road, �o� has �ade a �ig i��a�t sin�e he arri�ed at �ro�sgro�e ��orting. 
Na�e� Josh ��ewele ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, �ir�ingha� 
�osition� �ight��a�� �eight� �� ��� �eight� �� �g 
�re�ious �lu�s� ���, �eo�il �own, �idder�inster �arriers, ��� �ylde, �l�e�hur�h, �tour�ridge, ��alding 
�nited, �alesowen �own. 
� strong and atta��ing full �a��, Josh ��ewele re�oined us last season, �efore in�ury �re�aturely ended his 
season. Now fully fit, Josh’s energy down the right�hand side of the �it�h is a �ig asset for the �lu�. 
Na�e� �o�e �all ��uad Nu��er� �� �o�� �������, �ir�ingha� 
�osition� �entre forward �eight� �� �� �eight� 
�re�ious �lu�s� �idder�inster �arriers, �oleshill �own, �tour�ort �wifts, �uorn, �lfreton �own, �ushall 
�ly��i�. 
�eturning to the �lu� after a �rief s�ell in ����, �o�e is a �layer with �ig �otential. �es�ite his young age he 
has good e��erien�e at the le�el. � �owerful forward with an eye for goal. 
Na�e� �da� �arrison ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, Nuneaton 
�osition� �oal�ee�er �eight� �� �� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� �ei�ester �ity, �edworth �nited, �i�idale, �or�ester �ity, �eddit�h �nited, �edford �own, 
��� �ushden � �ia�onds. 
Joined the �lu� at the start of the season following a s�ell with ��� �ushden � �ia�onds. � highly regarded 
�ee�er who had a su��essful s�ell with lo�al ri�als �eddit�h �nited. 
Na�e� Ja�� �elly ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� ������ 
�osition� ��eft �a�� �eight� �� ��� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� Nottingha� �orest, �e�el �e��stead �own, �ettering �own, Newtown ���, �hifnal �own, 
�ednesford �own, �alsall �ood, ��orting �halsa, �eddit�h �nited. 
�n energeti� left �a�� who �oined ��orting fro� �eddit�h �nited in June ����. Ja�� has good e��erien�e at 
�te� � and is a threat fro� set �ie�es with �oth his hands and feet. 
Na�e� �ee�e �ing ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, �or�ester 
�osition� �idfield and tea� �a�tain �eight� �� �� �eight� 
�re�ious �lu�s� �tour�ridge, �u�ton �own, �al�ern �own. 
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Season 2025/26 
The Pitching In Southern League - Premier Division Central Table 

� �arborou�h �o�n 5 4 � 0 �� 2 �� �� 

2 �isho��s �tortford 4 4 0 0 �� � ��0 �2 

� �etterin� �o�n 5 4 0 � �� 5 �� �2 

4 �uorn 5 � � � �� 4 �� �0 

5 ��aldin� �nited 5 � � � � 5 �4 �0 

� �anbur� �nited 5 2 � 0 �0 � �4 � 

� �aleso�en �o�n 5 2 2 � � � � � 

� �eiston 5 2 2 � � � � � 

� Alvechurch 5 2 � 2 � 5 �� � 

�0 �edditch �nited 5 2 � 2 � � � � 

�� �eedham �arket 5 2 � 2 5 � �� � 

�2 �ur� �o�n 5 2 � 2 5 � �2 � 

�� �ar�ell 5 2 0 � � � �2 � 

�4 �orcester �it� 5 � 2 2 � 5 �� 5 

�5 �tourbrid�e 5 � 2 2 � � � 5 

�� �eal �edford 5 � 2 2 4 � �2 5 

�� �tratford �o�n 4 � 0 � 4 �0 �� � 

20 A�� �udbur� 5 � 0 4 � �� ��0 � 

2� �o�ston �o�n 5 0 2 � � �� �4 2 

22 �tamford A�� 5 0 2 � � � �5 2 

�a�e 2� 

Bromsgrove Sporting - Player Profiles 
�ame� �cott Ade���inforth ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� �/�/�4� �irmin�ham 
�osition� �ana�er �ei�ht� �� 0� �ei�ht� �5k� 
�revious �lubs� �tourbrid�e� ��urrent� Aston �illa �st �eam �erformance Anal�st 
�cott �as �romoted as �st �eam mana�er in �ovember 2024 follo�in� a successful s�ell as first team coach 
and interim mana�er� A mana�er� �ho des�ite his �oun� a�e has a �ealth of kno�led�e and e��erience� 
�ame� �ichard �atchelor ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� 20/�0/��� �irmin�ham 
�osition� Assistant �ana�er �ei�ht� �� �� �ei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� �ushall �l�m�ic� Alvechurch� �tourbrid�e� �edditch �nited� �eamin�ton� ��ortin� �halsa� 
�orcester �it� and �ednesford �o�n� �e �as most recentl� �la�in� at �acin� �lub �ar�ick�� 
��tremel� �o�ular and hi�hl� res�ected no�nonsense midfielder �ho recentl� made the decision to retire 
from �la�in� a fe� �eeks into the ne� season at Alvechurch �here he took on a �la�er�assistant mana�er 
role and lookin� for�ard to buildin� his e��erience in mana�ement �ith ��ortin�� 
�ame� �arl �ello�s ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� 22/4/�5� �olihull 
�osition� �oach �ei�ht� �� �� �ei�ht� ��k� 
�revious �lubs� Aston �illa  
A former �roms�rove ��ortin� �la�er� �arl is �ell kno�n to mana�er �cott Ade���inforth� 
�ame� ��an �ratt ��uad �umber� 25 Do�� ��/�/02� �tourbrid�e 
�osition� �la�er/�oalkee�er coach �ei�ht� �� �� �ei�ht� �5k� 
�revious �lubs� �edditch �nited� Aston �illa� �oventr� �it�� ��e �o�n� Darlaston �o�n� ��ortin� �halsa� 
�ed�orth united� �ushall �l�m�ic� �tour�ort ��ifts� 
�ur �la�er/�oalkee�er coach ��an is a �assionate coach �ho has �reat kno�led�e and e��erience 
�ame� Dan ��re ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� ��/5/0� 
�osition� ��orts thera�ist �ei�ht� 5� �� �ei�ht� �0k� 
�revious �lubs� 
Dan joined ��ortin� at the start of the 2024/25 season� �e is the �ead ��orts thera�ist at the club and 
outside of football is the head of medical for the �orcester �o�als American football team� 
�ame� Dean Ashford ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� 22/2/�� 
�osition� �itman �ei�ht� 5� �� �ei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� Austin ���a��rentices 
An invaluable member of the backroom staff ‘Deano’ joined the club at the start of the 2024/25 season and is 
a �o�ular member of the s�uad� 
�ame� �ob� Arthur ��uad �umber� �� Do�� ��/�/��� �umasi� �hana 
�osition� Attackin� midfield �ei�ht� 5� �� �ei�ht� �2k� 
�revious �lubs� �incoln �it�� �irmin�ham �it�� �heltenham �o�n� �acclesfield �o�n� �idderminster �arriers� 
Dover Athletic� �aidenhead �nited� �ereford� �tourbrid�e� �ushall �l�m�ic� �ar�ell� 
�oined ��ortin� in Au�ust 2025� the former �irmin�ham �it� �la�er is a fast and trick� �la�er �ho likes to �et 
on the ball� �omfortable in a variet� of �ositions and his versatilit� is a bi� asset to the s�uad� 
�ame� �uke �enbo� ��uad �umber� � Do�� 2�/�/��� �irmin�ham 
�osition� �entre for�ard �ei�ht� 5� �0� �ei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� �edditch �nited� �olihull �oors� �ednesford �o�n� �uneaton �orou�h� �tourbrid�e� 
�oined at the start of the season from �tourbrid�e� �uke is �ell re�arded centre�for�ard �ith e�tensive 
e��erience of �te� � football� A stron� and �o�erful for�ard �ith an e�e for the s�ectacular� 
�ame� Ash �arter ��uad �umber� � Do�� �2/�/�5� �irmin�ham 
�osition� �entre�back �ei�ht� �� 2� �ei�ht� �� k� 
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Season 2025/26 
The Pitching In Southern League - Premier Division Central Table 

� �arborou�h �o�n 5 4 � 0 �� 2 �� �� 

2 �isho��s �tortford 4 4 0 0 �� � ��0 �2 

� �etterin� �o�n 5 4 0 � �� 5 �� �2 

4 �uorn 5 � � � �� 4 �� �0 

5 ��aldin� �nited 5 � � � � 5 �4 �0 

� �anbur� �nited 5 2 � 0 �0 � �4 � 

� �aleso�en �o�n 5 2 2 � � � � � 

� �eiston 5 2 2 � � � � � 

� Alvechurch 5 2 � 2 � 5 �� � 

�0 �edditch �nited 5 2 � 2 � � � � 

�� �eedham �arket 5 2 � 2 5 � �� � 

�2 �ur� �o�n 5 2 � 2 5 � �2 � 

�� �ar�ell 5 2 0 � � � �2 � 

�4 �orcester �it� 5 � 2 2 � 5 �� 5 

�5 �tourbrid�e 5 � 2 2 � � � 5 

�� �eal �edford 5 � 2 2 4 � �2 5 

�� �tratford �o�n 4 � 0 � 4 �0 �� � 

20 A�� �udbur� 5 � 0 4 � �� ��0 � 

2� �o�ston �o�n 5 0 2 � � �� �4 2 

22 �tamford A�� 5 0 2 � � � �5 2 

�a�e 2� 

Bromsgrove Sporting - Player Profiles 
�ame� �cott Ade���inforth ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� �/�/�4� �irmin�ham 
�osition� �ana�er �ei�ht� �� 0� �ei�ht� �5k� 
�revious �lubs� �tourbrid�e� ��urrent� Aston �illa �st �eam �erformance Anal�st 
�cott �as �romoted as �st �eam mana�er in �ovember 2024 follo�in� a successful s�ell as first team coach 
and interim mana�er� A mana�er� �ho des�ite his �oun� a�e has a �ealth of kno�led�e and e��erience� 
�ame� �ichard �atchelor ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� 20/�0/��� �irmin�ham 
�osition� Assistant �ana�er �ei�ht� �� �� �ei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� �ushall �l�m�ic� Alvechurch� �tourbrid�e� �edditch �nited� �eamin�ton� ��ortin� �halsa� 
�orcester �it� and �ednesford �o�n� �e �as most recentl� �la�in� at �acin� �lub �ar�ick�� 
��tremel� �o�ular and hi�hl� res�ected no�nonsense midfielder �ho recentl� made the decision to retire 
from �la�in� a fe� �eeks into the ne� season at Alvechurch �here he took on a �la�er�assistant mana�er 
role and lookin� for�ard to buildin� his e��erience in mana�ement �ith ��ortin�� 
�ame� �arl �ello�s ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� 22/4/�5� �olihull 
�osition� �oach �ei�ht� �� �� �ei�ht� ��k� 
�revious �lubs� Aston �illa  
A former �roms�rove ��ortin� �la�er� �arl is �ell kno�n to mana�er �cott Ade���inforth� 
�ame� ��an �ratt ��uad �umber� 25 Do�� ��/�/02� �tourbrid�e 
�osition� �la�er/�oalkee�er coach �ei�ht� �� �� �ei�ht� �5k� 
�revious �lubs� �edditch �nited� Aston �illa� �oventr� �it�� ��e �o�n� Darlaston �o�n� ��ortin� �halsa� 
�ed�orth united� �ushall �l�m�ic� �tour�ort ��ifts� 
�ur �la�er/�oalkee�er coach ��an is a �assionate coach �ho has �reat kno�led�e and e��erience 
�ame� Dan ��re ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� ��/5/0� 
�osition� ��orts thera�ist �ei�ht� 5� �� �ei�ht� �0k� 
�revious �lubs� 
Dan joined ��ortin� at the start of the 2024/25 season� �e is the �ead ��orts thera�ist at the club and 
outside of football is the head of medical for the �orcester �o�als American football team� 
�ame� Dean Ashford ��uad �umber� n/a Do�� 22/2/�� 
�osition� �itman �ei�ht� 5� �� �ei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� Austin ���a��rentices 
An invaluable member of the backroom staff ‘Deano’ joined the club at the start of the 2024/25 season and is 
a �o�ular member of the s�uad� 
�ame� �ob� Arthur ��uad �umber� �� Do�� ��/�/��� �umasi� �hana 
�osition� Attackin� midfield �ei�ht� 5� �� �ei�ht� �2k� 
�revious �lubs� �incoln �it�� �irmin�ham �it�� �heltenham �o�n� �acclesfield �o�n� �idderminster �arriers� 
Dover Athletic� �aidenhead �nited� �ereford� �tourbrid�e� �ushall �l�m�ic� �ar�ell� 
�oined ��ortin� in Au�ust 2025� the former �irmin�ham �it� �la�er is a fast and trick� �la�er �ho likes to �et 
on the ball� �omfortable in a variet� of �ositions and his versatilit� is a bi� asset to the s�uad� 
�ame� �uke �enbo� ��uad �umber� � Do�� 2�/�/��� �irmin�ham 
�osition� �entre for�ard �ei�ht� 5� �0� �ei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� �edditch �nited� �olihull �oors� �ednesford �o�n� �uneaton �orou�h� �tourbrid�e� 
�oined at the start of the season from �tourbrid�e� �uke is �ell re�arded centre�for�ard �ith e�tensive 
e��erience of �te� � football� A stron� and �o�erful for�ard �ith an e�e for the s�ectacular� 
�ame� Ash �arter ��uad �umber� � Do�� �2/�/�5� �irmin�ham 
�osition� �entre�back �ei�ht� �� 2� �ei�ht� �� k� 
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�age �� 

�re�ious �lu�s� �ol�es, �hesterfield, �a�worth, �idder�inster �arriers, �l�e�hur�h, Nuneaton �orough, 
�tour�ridge, �alesowen �own, �oal�ille �own, �alsall �ood. 
�i�e��a�tain �sh �oined us last season following a s�ell with �alsall �ood and �ade a huge i��a�t in our 
u�turn in results. � natural leader with �alua�le e��erien�e �sh offers a strong and �hysi�al �resen�e. 
Na�e� Ni�� �layton��hilli�s ��uad Nu��er� �� �o�� �������, �ir�ingha� 
�osition� �eft �idfield �eight� �� �� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� ���, �raintree �own, �idder�inster �arriers, �olihull �oors, �tour�ridge, �l�e�hur�h, 
�alsall �ood, �alesowen �own, �eddit�h �nited. 
�nown as N��, the �reati�e �idfielder with an eye for the s�e�ta�ular. �o�forta�le �laying as a stri�er or 
nu��er ��, Ni�� has the a�ility to s�ore and �reate goals. 
Na�e� �o�ehl �rit�hlow ��uad Nu��er� ��  �ge ��, �. �est �ro�wi�h 
�osition� �entre �idfield �eight�  �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� �olihull �oors, �ednesford �own. 
�n e��iting young �layer with �ags of energy. �o�ehl i��ressed during �re�season and �oined the �lu� in 
�ugust ����. � hard�wor�ing �layer who �o�ers �lenty of grass and li�es to get on the �all. 
Na�e� �o� �dge ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, �ol�erha��ton 
�osition� �entre �idfield �eight� �� ��� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� �ee� �own, �l�e�hur�h, �oston �nited, �ushall �ly��i� 
�he �o���o� �idfielder is �nown for his no�nonsense style of �lay. � leader who has e��erien�e of �laying 
�te� � and a�road, �o� has �ade a �ig i��a�t sin�e he arri�ed at �ro�sgro�e ��orting. 
Na�e� Josh ��ewele ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, �ir�ingha� 
�osition� �ight��a�� �eight� �� ��� �eight� �� �g 
�re�ious �lu�s� ���, �eo�il �own, �idder�inster �arriers, ��� �ylde, �l�e�hur�h, �tour�ridge, ��alding 
�nited, �alesowen �own. 
� strong and atta��ing full �a��, Josh ��ewele re�oined us last season, �efore in�ury �re�aturely ended his 
season. Now fully fit, Josh’s energy down the right�hand side of the �it�h is a �ig asset for the �lu�. 
Na�e� �o�e �all ��uad Nu��er� �� �o�� �������, �ir�ingha� 
�osition� �entre forward �eight� �� �� �eight� 
�re�ious �lu�s� �idder�inster �arriers, �oleshill �own, �tour�ort �wifts, �uorn, �lfreton �own, �ushall 
�ly��i�. 
�eturning to the �lu� after a �rief s�ell in ����, �o�e is a �layer with �ig �otential. �es�ite his young age he 
has good e��erien�e at the le�el. � �owerful forward with an eye for goal. 
Na�e� �da� �arrison ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, Nuneaton 
�osition� �oal�ee�er �eight� �� �� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� �ei�ester �ity, �edworth �nited, �i�idale, �or�ester �ity, �eddit�h �nited, �edford �own, 
��� �ushden � �ia�onds. 
Joined the �lu� at the start of the season following a s�ell with ��� �ushden � �ia�onds. � highly regarded 
�ee�er who had a su��essful s�ell with lo�al ri�als �eddit�h �nited. 
Na�e� Ja�� �elly ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� ������ 
�osition� ��eft �a�� �eight� �� ��� �eight�  
�re�ious �lu�s� Nottingha� �orest, �e�el �e��stead �own, �ettering �own, Newtown ���, �hifnal �own, 
�ednesford �own, �alsall �ood, ��orting �halsa, �eddit�h �nited. 
�n energeti� left �a�� who �oined ��orting fro� �eddit�h �nited in June ����. Ja�� has good e��erien�e at 
�te� � and is a threat fro� set �ie�es with �oth his hands and feet. 
Na�e� �ee�e �ing ��uad Nu��er� � �o�� �������, �or�ester 
�osition� �idfield and tea� �a�tain �eight� �� �� �eight� 
�re�ious �lu�s� �tour�ridge, �u�ton �own, �al�ern �own. 



�a�e �� 

an end in �ctober 1897, when the Rovers were re�uired to �la� two �ames at the same time 
due to havin� entered various additional cu� com�etitions� 
�here was talk of him retirin� in the summer of 1898, however he decided to carr� on and was 
once a�ain ever �resent in �oal durin� 1898�99� �n the 1899�19�� season, he assumed the 
ca�tainc� of the team and in March 19��, he was selected to re�resent the �irmin�ham � 
�istrict �unior �ea�ue in a match a�ainst �ston �illa Reserves� 
�n �u�ust 19��, he was a��ointed treasurer of the club� �n �ebruar� 19�1, he si�ned amateur 
forms with �olton Wanderers, who were in the first division of the �ootball �ea�ue, and was 
�romised a trial match, althou�h there is no record of this trial match ever takin� �lace� �n ��ril 
19�� he was selected in a Worcester ���� re�resentative team to �la� �irmin�ham �uniors� 
�e eventuall� lost his �lace in the team at the start of 19����� season, to �toke �rior native 
William “Gasser” Mason, althou�h continued to �la� for the Reserves in the �roms�rove �unior 
�ea�ue whilst still makin� occasional first team a��earances, usuall� as cover� �n �ecember 19��, 
he was a��roached b� Worcester �it� to �la� for them, but sta�ed lo�al to the Rovers� 
�e �ot another run in the side towards the end of the 19�7��8 season, coverin� for the in�ured 
Mason, but this was brou�ht to an abru�t end when he s�rained his ankle after collidin� with 
the �oal�ost in a �ame a�ainst �ilston �nited at Well �ane in �� ��ril, 19�8� 
Rather fittin�l�, his last a��earance in the side was in the final of the �irmin�ham �unior �harit� 
�hield, de�utisin� for the in�ured Wilmore, a�ainst �ournbrook in ��ril 191�, in a match �la�ed 
at �ustin Motors Ground, �orthfield� Rovers won ���� �ow a�ed �9, it was a �reat end to a 
wonderful Rovers career, one which he finished as the club’s all�time record a��earance maker, 
a record which remained his until well after the �econd World War�  
�fter leavin� the Rovers he continued to �la� football, and, in 191�, a��eared in the �tudle� �u� 
�inal, �la�in� for Ruber� �t �hads, where the� lost ��� to �ournville ��� 
�ot �ust a �oalkee�er, he even refereed a Rovers �ame, a�ainst �uneaton �own in �ecember, 
191�� With the a��ointed referee unable to make it, Geor�e ste��ed into the breach, a��arentl� 
�ivin� an e�cellent �erformance� 
�wa� from the Rovers, he also found time to be a re�ular mid�week �la�er for the �roms�rove 
�arl� �losers team and the �roms�rove �hursda� �lub, which he hel�ed found in 19��� �n all�
around s�ortsman, �tiles had been a keen cricketer and ru�b� �la�er in his �outh, on one 
occasion in 1897, and whilst on the Rovers’ books at the time, he even filled in as a back in the 
�roms�rove ru�b� team� �e was treasurer of the �roms�rove � �istrict �unior �ootball �ea�ue, 
which was re�formed in ��ril 19��, later becomin� �resident in the 19��s� Meetin�s of the 
�ea�ue were re�ularl� held at his Roebuck �nn� �e served on the Rovers committee, once a�ain 
as treasurer, from 191� to 19��� Whilst his famil� also owned the lease of the �ictoria Ground 
from 19�1 until 19��� �n 19�7, he even �aid off the final instalment of the debt for the ori�inal 
Rovers �randstand which had o�ened in 19��� 
�e was �ieutenant in the �roms�rove �ire �ri�ade from 1898 to 19�� and then a �roms�rove 
councillor from the earl� 19��s until his death in 19�1, a�ed ��, followin� com�lications which 
occurred after an o�eration for a��endicitis� � born and bred �roms�rovian, he was a �o�ular 
man whose sudden death was felt throu�hout the town�  
Geor�e �tiles� �8� a��earances for �roms�rove Rovers, 189��191�� � true Rovers le�end� 

�a�e �� 

�lub ca�tain, Reece �oined us at the start of the ������� season and im�ressed with his all�action st�le of �la� 
and scored some vital �oals� �aturall� a centre midfielder but also comfortable �la�in� in centre defence� 
�ame� �ordan ��den ��uad �umber� 18 �o�� ���1�9�, �erth, �ustralia 
�osition� �entre midfield �ei�ht� �� 11� Wei�ht� 79 k� 
�revious �lubs� �ston �illa, �ldham �thletic, �windon �own, �e�ton �rient, �ereford� 
�ormer �ustralia ��� international, �ordan has s�ent the ma�orit� of his career in the �rofessional �ame�  
�ame� �harlie Mc�amara ��uad �umber� 1� �o�� �����7 
�osition� Goalkee�er �ei�ht�  Wei�ht�  
�revious �lubs� �roms�rove ��ortin� �nder �1s, �radle� �own, Gornal �thletic 
�alented �oun� �oalkee�er who made his debut in the Worcestershire �enior �u� a�ainst �roitwich ��a in 
�ctober ����� �nl� 18 �ears old and currentl� out on duel re�istration �ainin� valuable e��erience� 
�ame� �o Morris ��uad �umber� 1� �o��  
�osition� �efence �ei�ht�  Wei�ht� 
�revious �lubs� �roms�rove ��ortin� �nder �1s, �ershore �own 
� �oun� �la�er who im�ressed with our ��1 team and broke into the first team at the end of the ������� 
season followin� a successful loan s�ell with �ershore �own� �omfortable �la�in� at ri�ht back or centre half� 
�ame� �a�lor Morrison ��uad �umber� 17 �o�� 7���99 
�osition� �eft back �ei�ht� �� �� Wei�ht�  
�revious �lubs� W��, �lvechurch, �tratford �own, �vesham �nited, Redditch �nited, Worcester �it�, 
�amworth, �ittleton, Walsall Wood� 
�a�lor �oined the club towards the end of ������� season� � versatile �la�er who can �la� in multi�le 
�ositions, and will be a bi� asset to the club throu�hout the season� 
�ame� �ack �ewell ��uad �umber� 1� �o�� ���1��1, �in�ston�u�on��hames 
�osition� Midfield �ei�ht� �� �� Wei�ht� 8� k� 
�revious �lubs� �ortham�ton �own, �arwell, �i�h�ate �nited� 
�ow into his �th season at the club, and with over 1�� a��earances to his name for the club, �ack continues 
to im�ress in the centre of midfield� � �la�er who reads the �ame well and s�ecialises in breakin� u� �la�� 
�ame� Gus �anches ��uad �umber� 19 �o�� ������� 
�osition� �orward �ei�ht� �� 1�� Wei�ht� 7�k� 
�revious �lubs� �oldmere �t Michaels 
Returned to ��ortin� followin� a brief s�ell in the ������� season� � �la�er with �ace to burn, Gus can turn a 
�ame in an instance and has a fantastic work ethic� 
�ame� �ill� �haw ��uad �umber� 7 �o�� 17�1���1, �tourbrid�e 
�osition� Midfield �ei�ht� �� 8� Wei�ht� 7� k� 
�revious �lubs� �alesowen �own, Worcester �it�, Redditch �nited� 
� versatile �la�er who is a bi� fan favourite at the club� Returned to ��ortin� after a brief s�ell awa� in ����� 
�nown for his all�ener�� st�le of �la�, an e�cellent dribbler who has the abilit� to score and create �oals� 
�ame� �uke �oftle� ��uad �umber� � �o�� �1����� 
�osition� �entre �ack �ei�ht �� 1��  
�revious �lubs� �ston �illa ��outh�, �un�erford �own 
� local lad who im�ressed when �la�in� a�ainst us in �re�season� �uke is a centre back who loves defendin� 
and �ettin� on the ball, and is comfortable �la�in� an�where across the backline� 
�ame� �ksum White ��uad �umber� 1� �o�� �1�1���� 
�osition� Ri�ht back �ei�ht� �� 11 Wei�ht� 77k� 
�revious �lubs� W��, �amworth, ��ortin� �halsa, Worcester Raiders, �oleshill �own, �tratford �own, �arwell� 
Returned to ��ortin� in �u�ust ���� for his �rd s�ell at the club� � solid full back who is �ood in the 1 v 1 and 
likes to �et forward and su��ort hi�her u� the �itch� 
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�ith ��orting co��e�orating 1�0 years of football in �ro�sgro�e it see�ed a 
good ti�e to celebrate so�e of the greatest �layers to �lay for �o�ers and 

��orting o�er that ti�e.  �o�ers historians �ichael �o�ey and �raha� �eynolds 
choose their ‘Player of the Decade’ beginning with the 1890s. 

1890’s Player of the Decade 
Playing at the �ell �ane �round� �o�ers �egan their co�petiti�e �ourney in the ������� season� 
�oining the �tudley and District �eague� �hey captured their first sil�er�are in ���� �inning the 
�tudley � District �up� ha��ering �eadless �ross ���� �urther success follo�ed �ith triu�phs 
in the �orcester �unior �up� the uni�aginati�ely titled �tudley � District ��tra �up �o�petition 
and the �hatrian �up� �o�ers then �o�ed up a step in class �y applying for and gaining ad�ission 
to the �ir�ingha� � District �eague in ����� �t �as a great decade to �e a �o�ers fan� 

�hroughout this era �o�ers �ere �lessed �ith a nu��er 
of �uality players� �ostly fro� the �ro�sgro�e area� 
�eorge �ra�ier �as a solid player in the �o�ers �ac�line� 
�hilst �illia� �heeloc�� �rthur Depper and �a�es 
�allace �ere� for a nu��er of years� regulars in the half 
�ac� line� �p front� �ho�as Dipple� �eorge �o�es and �� 
Par�er pro�ided goals� �ut one player stood out a�o�e 
the others and is our first ‘Player of the Decade’ – 
goal�eeper �eorge �tiles�  
�eorge �as in his early t�enties �hen he �oined �o�ers 
at the start of the ������� season� �a�ing his de�ut in a 
�tudley �eague �atch against �lcester on �� �epte��er� 
����� �e �as the nu��er one choice �eeper for the ne�t 
decade and �as o��iously a �ery fine goal�eeper as 
there are countless �atch reports o�er the years praising 
his perfor�ances�  
�e �as also a giant of a �an� �ho ran the �oe�uc� �nn� 
the �o�ers �ead�uarters� and �as o��iously a �ery 

strong character� �n one �atch against ��esha� �anderers in the ������� season� �hen the 
referee decided the �all had passed the goal line and a�arded a goal to ��esha�� he strongly 
disagreed and led a player’s protest �here they refused to play on unless the goal �as 
disallo�ed� �lthough play did e�entually restart after a fifteen �inute delay � follo�ing threats 
fro� the referee to report the tea� to the �ssociation � �eorge spent the rest of the �atch �ith 
his ar�s folded� �a�ing no atte�pt to stop the �all� �n another occasion� against �ld�ury �o�n� 
in the �ir�ingha� � District �unior �eague in �arch ����� he �as sent off for insulting the 
referee after disputing a decision� 
�e �as in goal �hen �o�ers �on their three cup co�petitions in the ����s and helped the� to 
the runners�up spot in the �tudley � District �eague in �������� �e �as also on the losing side 
in t�o other cup finals in ������� ca�paign� in the �orcestershire �unior �up� against �ourn�ille 
�thletic and in the �hatrian �up against �ea�ington �o�n� 
�hilst records fro� this era are not al�ays co�plete� he �as al�ost certainly an e�er present 
for his first four seasons �ith the clu�� playing �� consecuti�e �atches� a run that only ca�e to 

Page �� 

 



�age �� 

Animal Food Bank 

 

 

�age �� 

Thanks to Steve Richards for doing the quizzes again this season 

�� �hich count�y a�e England playing at �illa �a�� this e�ening� 
�� England’s last match against Senegal in June was also played in the Midlands, at 

which g�ound� 
�� �hen England played Spain at �illa �a�� in ����, it was which manage��s �i�st 

match in cha�ge o� the �h�ee �ions� 
�� �hich clu� was �ep�esented in the England team �o� the ���� �o�ld �up �inal 

�ut has ne�e� had a playe� appea� �o� the national team since� 
�� �pa�t ��om �a��y �ane, who is the only playe� to �e capped ��� times� �o� 

England whilst playing �o� �aye�n Munich� 
�� �n ����, who sco�ed a hat�t�ic� when winning his �ou�th England cap �ut 

managed no othe� goals in his �i�st twenty��i�e appea�ances� 
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IT’S easy to forget quite how big the National League System is and the broad church it represents. 
�rom huge e���ootball League clubs with seven�figure playing budgets for their season to very small 
community clubs run by a handful of volunteers. But that’s what makes Non�League – and football in 
this country, generally – so unique and special. 
�ou may have heard The �� last year introduced a new board to oversee this level of the game along 
with the women’s pyramid. 
�e sat down with �ead of National League System �ames �arl and National League System manager 
�att �dkins to discuss all things Non�League for a three�part series in The NL�. 
Don’t miss this week’s chat which covers club allocations, the pyramid’s structure before we move 
into club licensing and technology the week after. Last week we touched on the new National 
Leagues �yramid Board, including the appointment of its first ever independent chair, �hris Brown. 
�The important bit to say is it�s still a fundamental moment where this level of the game in both the 
men�s and the women�s pyramid have a strong collective voice with a senior seat at the table at the 
��,� �arl told us. 
��istorically, certainly the National League System has been positioned between the professional 
and the grassroots game and has sat in a governance structure that�s been in and around the 
grassroots game. 
�But there�s been a recognition of the importance of the National League System – and the women�s 
football pyramid – and that it is unique in how we should be servicing it at The ��. So its 
introduction last year for the first time was a really key moment. 
�That has had challenges and opportunities. �hallenges is bringing two pyramids together that have 
been governed separately. 
��ne of the pieces of work we�ve been doing is around the brand and identity for the board, but also 
the level of the game. 
�So there has been some work done around a new brand and hopefully that will be launched soon, 
which will bring a collective identity for not �ust the board, but leagues and clubs and other 
stakeholders to stand behind. 
�It has been important to not make the board a repeat of committees that still e�ist. The intent is to 
make this a strategic board that looks at the broader direction of travel for clubs and leagues and 
players at this level of the game. 
��e�ve still got a �ourney to go on to really understand what it is we want the board to do to be able 
to drive standards up, not �ust in the competitions, but the club landscape as well. 
�I think after a year there�s been some great success. �e�ve had some good debates and good 
conversations, but actually the proof will be in delivery and I think that�s going to come over the 
ne�t couple of years.� 
�ou can find the full conversation on our website and pick up The NL� for two more instalments.  

�age �� 
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Today's Visitors - St Ives Town FC - Club History
St Ives Town FC was formed on Thursday 15th September 1887. About 40 

people met at the �nicorn Hotel to �consider the desirability of forming a 
football club�.  It was unanimously decided to form a club, to be called St Ives 
Town FC under Association �ules. The membership subscription decided 
upon was 3 Shillings � Si�pence including an entrance fee of 1 Shilling to be 
paid in advance. The �it was chosen to be blac� with a white star.

The club rose to success by the turn of the century in 1900. Collecting both Hunts 
Senior and �unior Cups in 1901.  The Senior Cup was won again in 1912 and the club continued its 
success during the 1920’s. Winning the Cambridgeshire League in 1923/24/25. Also, winning the 
Senior Cup in 1923 and 1926. Also winning the Scott��atty Cup in 1923 and 1924. 
In the 1930’s, Further success winning the Senior Cup again in 1930 and Scott��atty Cup in 1932. St 
Ives also won the Peterborough League in 1938.
In 1949 the Saints �oined the far�flung Central Amateur League. However. Short lived due to travel 
and decided to move into the much more local �CL 2nd Division. This only lasted a few years before 
they decided again to move. This time bac� to Peterborough League.
The 60’s was limited success, but they still managed to win the Scott��atty Cup in 1961. In the 
Peterborough League fortunes were not smiling on them and they slid down the leagues to Division 
3. There they remained for quite a few years into the 70’s.
In the late 70’s St Ives turned the corner. They won the Peterborough Division 3 in 1978 and then 
further promotions the following years into the 80’s, winning the Division 1 and gaining promotion 
into the Peterborough Premier League in 1982.
Fortunes remained positive in the 80’s as they also won the Hunts Senior Cup in 1982, 1987 and 
1988. During this period the club also moved bac� into the �nited Counties League Division 1. The 
revival of the Hunts Premier Cup also saw the Saints reach the final in 1989 losing 3�0 to a strong 
Cambridge �nited team.
Into the 90’s. The team reached the Hunts Premier Cup final in 1997 and 1998 although going down 
to 5�4 to Potton and 2�1 to �iggleswade Town they put in e�cellent performances against strong 
opposition. In the �CL Division 1 the team were not doing so well and at the turn of the century in 
2000 the team, although doing their best needed a change of fortune. In 2002, they finished the 
season ne�t to bottom.
At this point the club appointed �eville �ania as the new chairman who had considerable success as 
both the St Ives Town Colts chairman over 6 years also running the most successful Cambridgeshire 
colts teams at the time with a group of the same colts from 10 year olds to 16 year olds. �ever out 
of the top 2 and winning the league twice. �eville also ran the county u18 team with �eil �ing. So, 
very aware of the e�cellent youth talent in the area.
�eville stepped down from both roles to ta�e on the senior chairman role and immediately 
appointed a St Ives legend Warren �verdell as player�manager. The idea was to provide a pathway 
for the many e�cellent 17� and 18�year�olds �eville had relationships with and blended with �ey 
e�perienced players to start a new beginning.
Warren then recruited �e� Hall a popular member of the club and good communication s�ills and a 
fitness and condition coach in �rrol �c�ammon. A dream management team and the pro�ect began 
for the start of the 2003 season. The season went well and finished in the top half. Following a 
successful 2004�05 campaign the team finished 3rd which was enough for the team to win 
promotion to the �CL Premier League for the first time in their history and the highest they have 
been in the football pyramid. The youth were blending well with the e�perienced lads and things 
were on the up. Crowds were up and things were loo�ing good.

St Ives Town FC was formed on Thursday 15th September 1887. About 40 

The club rose to success by the turn of the century in 1900. Collecting b
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saw the team e�ceed all e�pectations by achieving promotion to step � of the football 
pyramid for the first time in their history. The feat was achieved in the most e�citing fashion possible 
via the play offs after finishing a creditable fourth place. �aving won their play�off semi�final on 
penalties at Egham they followed up with a final victory against the mighty Rushden � �iamonds in 
front of a bumper crowd of over ���� at the Pro�Edge �tadium. A late �anny Watson e�uali�er 
topped off by a winner from local lad �en �eymour��hove in e�tra time finished off a fantastic 
season in the best possible way. 

saw the team consolidate at step � with a creditable fifteenth place finish. This was topped 
off by a successful run in the League Challenge Cup where� an in�ury ravaged side� were unlucky to 
lose in the final to �ayes � �eading �nited. The �ves were dumped out of the FA Cup at the first 
hurdle by the now famous Westfields. �ut they en�oyed their best ever run in the FA Trophy getting 
to the third �ualifying round before falling to a single goal at �ings Lynn Town.  

turned out to be a tough season for the �ves with the team eventually finishing twenty 
second and only being saved from the drop by the reorgani�ation of the Leagues. Early e�its from 
the FA Cup and Trophy only added to the team’s difficulties as on to many occasions they failed to 
turn promising displays into points. 
�n a happier note the Ladies side of the Club continued their fantastic run of success with the first 
team winning the Cambridgeshire Women’s Premier League to win themselves promotion into the 
Eastern Women’s Regional League 

saw the �ves surprise a few as they en�oyed their most successful season ever finishing 
thirteenth in a very competitive �outhern League Premier �ivision Central. League success was 
topped off with a best ever run in the FA Cup which culminated in a trip to the once mighty �ork City 
in third �ualifying round. The Ladies success continued as the marched on to the Premier �ivision of 
Eastern Region Women’s League one step from the National Leagues. 

turned into seasons that did not e�ist after the Coronavirus pandemic lead to 
early curtailments both of them.  

A season that started poorly for the �ves and saw them skirting the relegation �one for long 
periods picked up dramatically after Ricky was �oined by e� �anbury manager �ike Ford as a �oint 
manager in November. An e�cellent run of results post Christmas ultimately saw the �ves finish a 
very respectable ��th. Early e�its from FA Cup and FA Trophy both at the hands of old rivals 
Needham �arket simply highlighted the early season problems  

 An e�cellent start saw the club flirting with the play�off places early in the season. This 
transposed into a historic FA Cup run with �ves unfortunate to fall to e��Football League club FC 
�alifa� Town in front of over ���� people at �uattro�tech Westwood Road in �th �ualifying Round. 
Following the FA Cup e�it and an early e�it from the FA Trophy league results suffered a dip� but a 
late season recovery secured a ��th place finish.  

 A fantastic run from Christmas saw the �ves overcome a slow start to the campaign to 
record their best step � finish in ninth place. The �ves also finished leading scorers in the division 
with �� goals with �onny Edwards claiming the golden boot in the �outhern League Premier Central 
table.  

 An up and down season saw �ves in danger of going down until another late season run 
including e�cellent away victories at promotion chasing �ettering Town and �arborough Town saw 
them pull up to finish ��th and earn themselves a remarkable tenth season at step �. 
With the division looking stronger than ever this term Ricky’s twelfth season at the helm looks like 
offering yet another challenge and a realistic target has to be to simply earn an eleventh season in 
this elevated company. Achieving that could possibly be considered his biggest success to date. 
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St Ives Town - Profiles
�a�e��Ricky��ar�eineke����siti�n���ana�er
�ne �� t�e ��n�est ser�in� �ana�ers in t�e di�isi�n Ricky is enterin� �is t�e��t� seas�n at t�e �e�� �� �t ��es
���n� ��rin� �is �irst seas�n �e t��k t�e c��� t� a nint� ��ace �inis� in ���t�ern �ea��e �i�isi�n �ne �entra�
�eatin� t�e �re�i��s year’s ��ints ta��y� and in �is sec�nd seas�n sec�red a �e��ra��e �r���ti�n� ��idin� ��e
��es t� a ��ay���� e�tra ti�e �in ��er ��� R�s�den � �ia��nds� �n �is �irst seas�n at ste� � �e c�ntin�ed t� take
t�e ���� ��r�ard �inis�in� a credita��e ��t� in t�e �re�ier �i�isi�n a�s� en��yin� a r�n t� t�e �ea��e ��a��en�e
��� �ina� ��ic� �n��rt�nate�y ended in de�eat����ince t�en �e �as �ana�ed t� ens�re t�at ��es �a�e retained
t�eir ��siti�n at ste� � �it� s��e credita��e �id�ta��e �inis�es� ��e �innac�e t� date �as ��es �irst t�� ten �inis�
in ������� a ret�rn t� �id ta��e �ast seas�n ens�red a tent� c�nsec�ti�e seas�n at ste� � and Ricky’s c�a��en�e
re�ains t� �e retenti�n �� t�at ��ace in t�e ���er ec�e��ns �� n�n��ea��e ���t�a��
�a�e���da���is�er����siti�n����int��ssistant��ana�er���ac�
��ter a s�e�� as a c�ac� at �art�n R��ers� �da� �ade t�e s�itc� t� �ec��e �ana�er at �e��yn �arden �ity����
se�en�and�a��a���year s�e�� in c�ar�e �� t�e �iti�ens �r��ed t� �e s�ccess��� as �e ��ided t�e c��� t� ste� �
���t�a�� ��r t�e �irst ti�e in t�eir �ist�ry����is ti�e at �e��yn ca�e t� an end ��en �e �e�t t�e c��� didn’t s�are
t�e sa�e a��iti�ns t� ���e it ��r�ard s� �e s�itc�ed t� a r��e at �ert��rd ���n �e��re ���in� t� �a�d�ck
���n�����ter �ea�in� �a�d�ck� �e �as s�ent s��e ti�e sc��tin� ��r �ari��s c���s ��t is n�� re�is�in� t�e c�a��en�e
at �t ��es�
�a�e���i���ree�an����siti�n����int��ssistant��ana�er���ac�

�i���as��art����t�e�c�ac�in��sta���at��etterin�����n�and�����r��ke��t��ic�ae���it���itc�e�����stin�and�ca�e�t��
�est���d�R�ad��it���is���r�er�c���ea��e�in�s���er�����������r�er���ttin��a����rest�������ayer��i�����ed�
t��n�n��ea��e��it���rid�n�rt��and����i�������r������e��re�a�t���year�stint�in�t�e��a��ian��re�ier��i�isi�n�

�a�e���rankie��ry����siti�n���irst��ea����ac�

�n�e�ce��ent���������additi�n�t��t�e�c�ac�in��sta����rankie��as��een����cked��r����nder�t�e�n�ses�����t�er�
s�it�rs���e�c��es��it��an�e�ce��ent��edi�ree��a�in��s�ent��ast�seas�n�as�assistant��ana�er�at���ay������ina�ists�
�etterin�����n�and��ri�r�t���is�s�e����it��t�e�����ies��e��ad�en��yed�s�ccess�at��eter��r������nited�and�
��neat�n���r�������is�de�e����ent�as�a�c�ac���ad�seen��i����rkin��in�a��ariety����y��t��de�e����ent�r��es�at�
��cati�ns�acr�ss�t�e����and��nited��tates���is��ina��c�ai��t���a�e�is�as�t�e�s�n�����eter��r������nited�sta��art�
�arry��ry

�a�e���a�����anne������siti�n����a�kee�in����ac�
�a�� is an i���rtant �art �� t�e c�ac�in� sta�� ���kin� a�ter t�e ��a�kee�ers t�r������t t�e ����� �e �as ��rked
�it� Ricky at ��t� ��ntin�d�n � �t ��es and �as �r��d t� ��ast t�e ��int t�� �est c�ean s�eet rec�rd d�rin� t�e
s�ccess��� �r���ti�n ca��ai�n� �is kee�er a�s� �ent �ery c��se t� e��a��in� t�at rec�rd d�rin� ������� seas�n
c�ncedin� �n�y �� ��a�s in �� �a�es a rec�rd �n�y �ettered �y t�e t�� t�ree�

�a�e���ardaine��ate����se������siti�n����ysi�t�era�ist

���erienced�s��rts�t�era�ist��ardaine���ined�t�e���es��r�����ca��ri�a�s��ynes��ry�R��ers�in�s���er��������e�
�rad�ated��r���t�e��ni�ersity�����ed��rd�in�������it��a���c����ns��in����rts���era�y�and�Re�a�i�itati�n��a�in��
�ained�e��erience���i�st��ettin���is�de�ree�as���ysi�t�era�ist��it��t�en����t�ern��ea��e��i�isi�n��ne��entra��
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Biggleswade �own and prior to joining Sudbury he was a regular at National League North Peterborough Sports. 
Name: Kobe Chong, Position: Midfield 
E�citing bo� to bo� midfielder Kobe joined the Ives from Southern League Premier Central Division rivals 
Stamford. Birmingham born he spent his youth career in the academies at West Bromwich Albion, Kidderminster 
Harriers and in Italy with Seria A side Cagliari. On his return to England, he joined Banbury United’s very 
successful side under Mike �ord. Moves to Redditch United and Sutton Coldfield �own followed before he was 
picked up by Peterborough United in August 2�2�. Since his release from Posh, he has appeared for A�C �elford 
United, Alvechurch, Peterborough Sports, Barwell, Kings Lynn �own and Kettering �own. 
Name: Ed Hottor, Position: Midfield 
Hugely e�perienced Ed is a �hanaian midfielder who made three senior appearances for Italian side �riestina 
before joining AC Milan in �anuary 2���. Whilst never making a senior appearance for the Italian giants in his si� 
years at the club he had loan spells with lower level Italian sides Lanciano, Nocerina and �ene�ia. In �anuary 2��� 
he signed for Inter Milan and whilst, as at AC Milan, not making a senior appearance for his parent club he had 
loan spells with Portuguese sides Athletico CP and AD �afe before playing 2������ season for Maltese club 
Sliema Wanderers. Had a brief spell with Kettering �own in 2������ before joining Banbury United in November 
2��� and moving to Ives a year later. He has �uickly made himself a favourite with the Ives fans for his never say 
die attitude. 
Name: Michael Richens, Position: Midfield 
3� year old midfielder Michael started his career in the youth system at Peterborough United. During his period 
with the Posh he spent time on loan at Histon, Nuneaton, Whitehawk and Bishop’s Stortford before making two 
appearances in the football league for the Stevenage both during another loan spell in September 2���. He 
returned to the Boro as a permanent signing early the following year but soon moved on and spent time at 
�arnborough, Hemel Hempstead �own and Biggleswade �own before arriving at Kettering �own in 2��� where 
he became club captain and lead the Poppies to promotion into National League North making �� appearances 
and scoring eight goals along the way. He also spent a brief spell in 2����2� season on loan at Ives Southern 
League Premier Division Central rivals Nuneaton Borough. A natural leader he brings strength and stability to the 
middle of the park for the Ives. 
Name: Albie O’Keefe, Position: Midfield 
Highly promising, powerful midfielder Albie joined the Ives on loan from League One Stevenage last season and 
enjoyed a successful spell in the second half of the season. Having been released by the Boro in the summer he 
returns to the Ives for the 2�2��2� season and will be keen to make a big impression in the centre of the park. 
Name: �ibou Njie, Position: Midfield 
23 year old Londoner �ibou joins the Ives after impressing during pre�season.  �he powerful midfielder takes a 
step up on his arrival at �uattro tech Westwood Road having previously played  for Combined Counties League 
Molesey and Isthmian League South Central South Park �Reigate�. 

E�citing 2� year old striker Amir brings a new dimension to Ives front line. �he prolific goal scorer joins Ives from 
Step � Biggleswade �C where he has si� goals and three assists from si�teen appearances this season.  He had 
joined �C in the summer from Spartan South Midlands Premier Division Shefford �own and Campton where he 
been even more prolific in front of goal. 
Name: �ohnson �yamfi, Position: Striker 
Italian born Speedy winger �ohnson joined Leicester City as an eleven year old and spent all his development 
years with the �o�es before moving on to join Peterborough United in summer 2�2�. He spent two years with 
the Posh appearing and scoring regularly for the under 23’s. During his spell at London Road he also enjoyed 
successful loans spells at Boston United and Peterborough Sports. 
Since his departure from Peterborough �ohnson has appeared for Corby �own and now joins Ives from fellow 
Southern League Premier Central Barwell. 
Name: �heo Ale�androu, Position: Striker 
�heo is a 2� year old winger who returns to the Ives for the 2�2��2� season. He started his career at Stevenage 
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Be Professional

Always Forward-Thinking

Be a Great Team Player

Build Genuine Relationships

Be The Best You Can Be

www.pinfields.co.uk

info@pinfields.co.uk01527 831991



  



Advert for Ormerod Rutter/CAB

We help people find a way forward.

Call Us: 0808 278 7890

www.cabr.org.uk/

We are Citizens 
Advice, we are the 
people’s champion.
Advice, we are the 
people’s champion.

-  Chartered accountants

-  Business Advisors

-  Tax Specialists

ORMEROD RUTTER

hello@ormerodrutter.co.uk

01527 889 800

ormerodrutter.co.uk
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PROUD TO  
SERVE THE CRAFT 
IN WORCESTERSHIRE
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sales@bromsgroveprinting.co.uk

01527 873181

14 Worcester Road, 
Bromsgrove, 
Worcestershire, B61 7AE

Bromsgrove
       Printing

BUSINESS STATIONERY
Letterheads, Compliment Slips, Invoice Pads, 

Business Cards and more...

PERSONAL STATIONERY
Wedding Invitations/Stationery, Funeral Service Sheets,

Document Print outs,  and more...

LARGE FORMAT
Plan Prints, Large Posters, Outdoor Banners, 

Vinyl Boards and more...

WE DESIGN AND PRINT
Send us your files or we can design for you

www.bromsgroveprinting.co.uk
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Meet The Rouslers (2) Advert for Platform 81

Platform81 is a web design, branding and digital marketing agency 
for  high growth businesses, established in 2007 with offices in 
Bromsgrove, Stockport, and Trowbridge. 

Our Award-Winning team of Marketing Professionals, Designers, 
Developers and Technical experts have developed a client-focused 
culture that continually exceeds expectations.

CREATING 
SUCCESS IN THE 
DIGITAL SPACE

DIGITAL   |   DESIGN   |   WEB

Get In Touch:

info@platform81.com
www.platform81.com
01527 958639

Unit 6 Greenbox, Westonhall Road,
Stoke Prior, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire, 
B60 4AL

Programme cover 
designers and proud 
supporters of:
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Manager - Scott Adey-Linforth Recent Results 



Elliott Nash Construction 
Limited 

Tel: 0121-476 9074 
www.elliottnash.co.uk 

Sponsors of the Bromsgrove Sporting away shirts and The "Shed" End 

 

Today's Matches 

Forthcoming Matches 



From the Boardroom - Rod Brown, Chairman Bromsgrove Sporting Ladies 



  

CClluubb  HHoonnoouurrss  aanndd  AAcchhiieevveemmeennttss  
Season 2010/11 Promoted to The Midland Combination Division One 
Season 2011/12 Promoted to The Midland Combination Premier Division 
Season 2011/12 Finalists - The Evesham Hospital Junior Cup 
Season 2012/13 Champions - The Midland Combination Reserves Division Two 
Season 2012/13 Winners - The Worcestershire Football Association Youth Cup 
Season 2013/14 Runners-up - The Midland Combination Premier Division 
Season 2013/14 Winners - The Smedley Crooke Memorial Challenge Cup 
Season 2014/15 Runners-up - The Midland Football League Division One 
Season 2014/15 Winners - The Les James Challenge Cup 
Season 2015/16 Finalists - The Worcestershire Senior Invitation Urn 
Season 2015/16 Finalists - The Smedley Crooke Memorial Challenge Cup 
Season 2015/16 Runners-up - The Midland Football League Division One 
Season 2016/17 Semi-Finalists - The FA Vase 
Season 2016/17 Winners - The Worcs Football Association Senior Invitation Urn 
Season 2016/17 Winners - The Worcs Football Association Saturday Under 18s Cup 
Season 2016/17 Champions - The Midland Football League Division One 
Season 2017/18 Winners - The Worcs Football Association Senior Invitation Urn 
Season 2017/18 Champions - The Midland Football League Premier Division 
Season 2018/19 Runners-up - The Southern League Division One Central 
Season 2018/19 Winners - The Southern League Division One Central Play-off Final 
Season 2019/20 Joint Winners - The Worcs Football Association Senior Invitation Cup 
Season 2019/20 Joint Winners - The Worcestershire Football Association Youth Cup 

BBrroommssggrroovvee  SSppoorrttiinngg  MMaannaaggeerrss  
Myles Day 2010 
Stewart Brighton 2010 - 12 
Keith Draper Snr 2012-13 
Graham Scott 2013 
Adrian Mander 2013 - 14 
Les Palmer 2014 
Paul Smith 2014 - 18 
Brendan Kelly 2018 - 21 
Gavin Hurren 2021 - 22 
Thomas Baillie 2022 
Mike McGrath 2022 -2024 
Tim Flowers 2024 
Paul Smith 2024 
Scott Adey-Linforth 2024 - 

BBrroommssggrroovvee  SSppoorrttiinngg  CChhaaiirrmmeenn  
John Teece 2009 - 15 
Jon Prescott 2015 - 16 
Jeff Rea 2016 
Mike Burke 2016 - 2023 
Brian Seymour-Smith 2023 
Graham Scott 2023 
Rod Brown 2023 - 
 

 



CClluubb DDiirreeccttoorrss aanndd OOffffiicciiaallss 
President: Jeff Rea Chairman: Rod Brown
Vice-Chairman: Graham Scott Football Secretary: Dave Stephens
Director of Football: Iain Queen Operations: Simon Cadwallader
Safety: Rob McLaren Facilities: David Sheppard
Head of Commercial and Hospitality: Anita Gemmell
Directors: Joe Amess, Beni di Luca Commercial: Matt Foden, Peter Baker
Vice-Presidents: Brian Poole, Steve Smith, Richard Boorn Chaplain: Rev Steve Levett
Safety Officer: Simon Nichol Crowd Doctor: Dr Jerome Wallington
Maintenance: Joe Ford, Charlie Rudge, Steve Davies, Andrew Stephens, Mark 
Vardy, Rob Birch, Bob Kyle, Steve Lammas, Tony Swift, Mike Chance
Schools & Community Ambassador: Nirm Bassi Accountants: Taylor & Co.
Reception: Sarah Lammas, Sandra Cable Catering: Della Greatbach
Manager: Scott Adey-Linforth Assistant Manager: Richard Batchelor
First Team Coach: Karl Fellows GK Coach: Ryan Pratt
Club Kit Man: Dean Ashford Sports Therapist: Dan Eyre
Team Captain: Reece King Vice-Captain: Ash Carter
Social Media & Website: Max Banner, Chris Curtis, James Wattis
Photos & Video: Chris Jepson, Rob Clarke Tannoy: Adrian Fox, Chris Fox
Website: www.bromsgrovesporting.co.uk
General enquiries email: hello@bromsgrovesporting.co.uk
Rouslers Bar Bookings email: barmanager@bromsgrovesporting.co.uk
Rouslers Bar Bookings telephone: 07353 862559 Commercial: 07809 836935

Cover design: Platform 81, Unit 6, Greenbox, Westonhall Road, Stoke Prior, B60 4AL. Tel: 01527 962181
Printed by Bromsgrove Printing, 14 Worcester Road, Bromsgrove B61 7AE. Tel 01527 873181
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We Supply / We Fit / We Service
Appliances -TVs - Aerial & Satellite 

 CCTV - EV Chargers –Solar pv 

Visit our showrooms with free customer parking at

www.chapmansretail.co.uk/bromsgrove   Tel. 01527 871478

124 Worcester Road, Bromsgrove B61 7AG & 112-119 Reddall Hill Road, Cradley Heath B64 5JN

And Many More


